
   

 

BIGScience 
ISSN 1920-9932 BIG Science (Print)            ISSN 1920-9940 BIG Science (Online) 

In This Issue 

 

We Can Have Fun and 
Learn Some Science, 
Too. By Gordon Gore 

 

Halloween at the BIG 
Little Science Centre 

 

Thank-you  

 

Speakers Series     
Nov 25th 7:00PM 

Everything You Need 
to Know, You Can 
Learn Through Music!   

Publisher 

Big Little Science Centre 

Society  

Mail: Box 882 Stn Main 

Kamloops BC V2C 5M8. 
 

Location: 655 Holt Street 

Kamloops BC V2B 5G2 
 

Phone: 250 554 2572 

Website: blscs.org 
 

Newsletter Editor 

Big Little Science Centre 

E-mail: editor@blscs.org 

 

BIGScience back issues  
<http://web.blscs.org/newsletters> 

Big Little Science Centre 

Newsletter 

Issue #270  October 2015 

Dr. Leigh Palmer, along w ith family and friends visited the BIG little 

Science Centre this fall. They toured behind the scenes with Dr. Gordon 

Gore and other BLSC staff. They also enjoyed a sounds and waves 

show put on by Susan Hammond and Nickolas Middleton 

Photos — Gordon Gore 
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We Can Have Fun and Learn Some Science, Too 
Gordon Gore 

 

 

 

 
 

You can learn about science at the 
BIG Little Science Centre, and 
also have fun at the same time. In 
the hands-on room, Jennie 
McCaffrey shows an ecstatic 
young lady how to make giant 
bubbles. When Jennie 
demonstrates, it is obvious that 
she is having fun doing so. Her 
enthusiasm is contagious. Soon 
after, the little girl was blowing 
giant bubbles herself. 

At first, it seems like a 'magic trick'. Gord Stewart asks the volunteer to use her 'special 
mental powers' to make the test tube in the plastic bottle sink or float, by pointing to the test 
tube and apparently having it respond to the motion of her finger. Of course, it 'really works', 
especially when the whole class combines their mental powers to perform the task. (Everyone 
points to the plastic bottle at once.) Eventually some bright light notices that Gord is 
surreptitiously squeezing or 'unsqueezing' the bottle. When he squeezes the  bottle, the 
pressure he exerts is transmitted through the water to the air pocket inside the test tube. 
When the air pocket is compressed, more water gets into the test tube, it becomes heavier, 
and sinks. When he relieves the pressure, the air pocket expands, the test tube becomes 
lighter and rises. (This is a 'Cartesian diver'.) 
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What am I? Clue 1: I cannot be seen directly, but I can be measured. There is really 

nothing to this. 

The cup contains water. We saw Gord fill 
it to the top! The file card is all that keeps 
the water from soaking this young lady's 
head. Will Gord pull the card away and 
drench the apprehensive volunteer? 

 Well, he will pull the card away, but 
the water mysteriously stays in the cup! 

 It seems like a magic trick, but it is 
all science---sneaky science, mind you. 
Before the water was poured into the cup, 
a teaspoon of diaper powder was secretly 
put into it. When the water was poured in, 
the diaper powder and water combine into 
a harmless gel. The diaper powder 
actually forms a polymer when combined 
with water. It wasn't magic, it was 
chemistry! 

If you have visited the BIG Little Science Centre, you may have seen yourself or a friend 
'disembodied' by a display near the entrance to the Hands-on Room. It actually consists of 
two large mirrors set at a right angle to each other. When a volunteer ducks under the table 
and sticks his or her head through the hole in the top, the spectators see just a head, and 
no body. One Halloween season, we added the 'head glue' for extra effect. This display is 
pure fun, but students studying reflection at school can enjoy explaining how this works. 

          If you are a regular visitor, you already know that science is fun at the BIG Little 
Science Centre. The most frequent comment in the visitor's book is "AWESOME". 
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Halloween at the BIG Little Science Centre     Photos by Gordon Gore 

 

 
 

   

 

    

Top left: This young man 
seems to be trying to imitate 
Pavarotti using the voice 
changer. 

 
Top right: Part of the fun at 
the Halloween show was 
making gooey stuff like this. 

 
Left: This young lady knew 
exactly how this display in the 
'dark room' works. She goes 
to the science school (Bert 
Edwards). 

 
Left: The dancing skeleton entertains 
one of our Halloween visitors. 

 
 
Opposite Page: 
Top right: It's bad enough losing your 
body at this display. Being attacked by 
a creepy tarantula adds to the 
Halloween experience.  

 
Bottom right: This artistic lady 
accurately recreated her husband's 
face on this computer. 
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What am I? Clue  2: I can be created fairly easily, but creating a perfect example of me is not 

currently considered possible. 
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Become a member of the Big Little Science Centre Society 

A family membership is $60.00/year. An individual membership is $45.00/year. A family 

membership consists of five directly related people. (This includes any combination of 

grandparents, parents and children). 

Visit our website blscs.org for more details on the benefits of membership. 

BLSC Wish List 

Would you like to help out the Big Little Science Centre?  

Here is a wish list of donations we are looking for: 

 

 Any Legotm Mindstorms parts (NXT or RTS)   Plastic photo film canisters 

 A 10,000+ sqft building    Large shelving unit 

A BIG Thank-you to the following 

For supporting the BIG Little Science Centre fundraiser and Annual 

General Meeting held at Duffy’s Pub in October. 

 

Bold Pizzeria 

Barb’s Bouquets 

4 Oaks 

4 Cats Art Studio 

B.A Brewmasters 

Lizzie Bits baby Co. 

PDK Café 

Alive and Well Massage Therapy Clinic 
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What am I? Clue  3: It is said that where I am nothing exists. 

BIG Little Science Centre 

Autumn 2015  

Speaker Series 
Doors open at 6:30 PM, FREE entry Reception Included; for 

children & adults 

 

Coming Up 

Everything You Need to Know, You Can 

Learn Through Music!  

Don Bennett, Educator  

Wednesday, November 25, 7:00 PM 
 

 We have all seen research-based material that shows how involvement in music is 

great for mental development. From the "Mozart Effect" to dozens of books, such 

as This is Your Brain on Music, we can't escape this topic. I will present some 

thoughts, anecdotal evidence and studies to support the argument that certain 

music activities may be the most important learning experiences we can have - bar 

none! Not just for our intellectual development, but social, physical and emotional 

as well. Could Music Learning even hold the key to the next big JUMP in Human 

Evolution?!  

 

 

 

Don Bennett is School District #73’s Fine Arts Coordinator, a 

Music Educator and accomplished Musician. He has been 

studying the influence of music on the brain.  
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What Am I? 

 

The BIG Little Science Centre is open to the public 
 

Tuesday to Saturday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  
 

CLOSED SUNDAYS and HOLIDAYS 
 

Phone: 250 554 2572   E-mail Gord@blscs.org or Susan@blscs.org 

 

For more information check out our website (blscs.org) our 

Facebook page or follow us on Twitter 

I am a vacuum 

 By common definition a vacuum is a space void of matter. 

 Deep space is a good example of a high quality vacuum, although there is still some 

matter present in the form of a few hydrogen atoms.  

 If we achieve a better understanding of Dark Energy we may have to change our 

definition of a vacuum. 

 We can easily make a partial vacuum by using a vacuum pump to reduce the pressure in 

a container. The better the vacuum pump used the more matter it can remove from the 

container, therefore creating a higher quality example of a vacuum. 

 The vacuum pump you use to clean your house can create a low quality vacuum 

 Sound cannot travel in a vacuum. It needs some form of matter to travel though. 

 Most living things will not survive in a high level vacuum, but some extreme 

microorganisms can survive for weeks in a high level vacuum. 


